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DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, FR 

SUBJECT: NEW RAYMOND BARRE GOVERNMENT NAMED 

1. ELYSEE SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED MARCH 30 THE COMPOSITION 
OF THE NEW RAYMOND BARRE GOVERNMENT WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS: 
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PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE, RAYMOND 
BARRE 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE, KEEPER OF THE SEALS, ALAIN 
PEYREEITTE 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, LOUIS DE GUIRINGAUD 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, CHRISTIAN BONNET 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE, YVON BOURGES 
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MINISTER FOR COOPERATION, ROBERT GALLEY 

MINISTER OE CULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT, MICHEL D'ORNANO 

MINISTER-DELEGATE EOR THE ECONOMY AND FINANCE, ROBERT 

BOULIN 

MINISTER OE EQUIPMENT AND TERRITORIAL PLANNING, JEAN- 
PIERRE EOURCADE 

MINISTER OE EDUCATION, RENE HABY 

MINISTER OE AGRICULTURE, PIERRE MEHAIGNERIE 

MINISTER OE INDUSTRY, COMMERCE AND CRAETS, RENE MONORY 

MINISTER OE LABOR, CHRISTIAN BEULLAC 

MINISTER OE HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY, SIMONE VEIL 

MINISTER OE FOREIGN TRADE, ANDRE ROSSI 

2. AS EXPECTED, THE THREE MINISTERS OF STATE IN THE OLD 
CABINET (PONIATOWSKI, LECANUET, GUICHARD) HAVE BEEN 
DROPPED EROM THE NEW GOVERNMENT. SINCE PONIATOWSKI AND 
LECANUET WERE MOST VOCAL IN THEIR CRITICISMS OF lACQUES 
CHIRAC DURING THE RECENT MUNICIPAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN, 
THEIR EXCLUSION FROM THE NEW CABINET MAY BE INTERPRETED 
AS A FIRST STEP IN THE AMELIORATION OE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
PRESIDENT GISCARD AND CHIRAC, A VITAL PRE-REQUISITE TO 
ANY EEEORT TO DEEEAT THE LEFT IN 1978. 

3. ON POLITICAL LINES, THE NEW CABINET INCLUDES FOUR 
RPR MEMBERS (PEYREEITTE, GALLEY, BOURGES, BOULIN) - NONE 
OE WHOM ARE PARTICULARLY CLOSE TO CHIRAC - THREE INDEPEN- 
DENT REPUBLICANS (BONNET, D'ORNANO, FOURCADE) TWO CDS 
(MEHAIGNERIE, MONORY), ONE RADICAL SOCIALIST (ROSSI), 

WITH THE REST BEING "APOLITICAL" (THEY WERE LISTED IN 
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THE OLD CABINET UNDER THE LABEL, "MAIORITE 
PRESIDENTIELLE "). THE ONLY NEW EACES IN THE 
CABINET ARE PEYREEITTE AND MONORY. 

4. JUNIOR-LEVEL MINISTERS (SECRETARIES OE STATE) WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED ON APRIL 1. 

5. COMMENT: IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS WILL AWAIT REACTIONS EROM 
THE DIEEERENT POLITICAL ELEMENTS, BUT ON THING IS CLEAR- 
GISCARD HAS DELEGATED VIRTUALLY EULL POWERS TO RAYMOND 
BARRE. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW BARRE RELATES TO 
CHIRAC AND WHETHER OR NOT THEY CAN WORK TOGETHER TO 
BIND UP THE WOUNDS OF THE MAJORITY. 

GAMMON 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED SECRETARY'S PARTY. 
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